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UM EXPERIENCES SUMMER ENROLLMENT DECLINE 
MISSOULA -
Summer enrollment at The University of Montana-Missoula took a disappointing 
downturn and officials are still trying to understand what happened.
The student headcount this year was 3,210, compared to 3,349 last summer -  a 4 percent 
decline. Fewer students also meant fewer credit hours were taken. Full-time equivalents (FTEs) 
totaled 1,186, compared to 1,388 last summer for a 14.5 percent decrease. An FTE represents 15 
undergraduate or 12 graduate semester credits. The largest decrease occurred with undergraduate 
students.
“We’re still analyzing what occurred,” said President George Dennison. “We know that 
fewer sections were offered than in previous summers, and students did not carry as many credits 
as in the prior years. However, we do not yet know all the factors involved.”
Dennison noted that the University typically cancels courses that do not meet minimum 
enrollment standards. As a result of low pre-registrations, a number of courses were cancelled.
The president speculated that the economic recovery in progress and the chance to earn 
money to pay for expenses during the academic year may well have influenced students to work 
rather than enroll in courses. He also noted that planning has begun to make certain that this 
summer’s downturn does not become a trend.
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Summer enrollments combined with those during the two academic-year semesters make 
up the fiscal year total. Based upon current projections, it appears enrollment should rebound in 
the fall, resulting in continued record numbers of students attending to UM.
As the president concluded, “During the last decade, the University has become 
increasingly enrollment driven, with the budget dependent upon meeting enrollment targets.”
To compensate for unanticipated fluctuations in enrollment and prevent difficult budget 
cuts in mid-year, the University maintains an enrollment contingency fund.
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